BRITISH MILITARY STRENGTH
aero-industry as it exists in normal times would begin to
work at full blast, but the war potential of skilled
workers would be drawn upon. Aircraft factories
would be working three shifts a day, and other industrial
undertakings would switch over to the production of
planes. In this way production could be increased
many times over. During the last year of the World
War Great Britain built over 20,000 aeroplanes.
Modern aeroplanes are much more complicated to
build, but when the reserves of trained workers from
the shadow factories have gradually been strengthened
it may be possible for Great Britain to reach this total
once again.
In a country whose chief strength lies in its industry,
passive defence must play a very important part in
the general system of anti-aircraft defence. Some
progress has been made since May 1938 in the organ-
ization of Air Raid Precautions in Great Britain, but
the preparations have by no means been concluded
yet. The government believes that it will need about
a million Air Raid Wardens for its plans, and up to
the moment not half of that number has been recruited.
Up to the present, too, there are practically no air-raid
shelters in existence. However, industrial and business
undertakings are granted special tax rebates if they
spend money on air-raid shelters for their employees,
plans have been drawn up for the partial evacuation
of big towns by women and children, preparations have
been made to transfer government offices to a safe
and, up to the present, secret place where they can
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